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Welcome to the “makeshift” magazine for Bellshill Central Parish Church, during lockdown 2020 
 

 

Manse Message 

 

Greetings all 

 

I hope that you are all well and that you are increasingly aware of the 

incredible gift of God’s peace during these incredibly challenging days. I am 
well aware that the church is much more than a building and I have been 

privileged to witness that particular truth in the ways in which ‘virtual’ 

communities have been formed online. These ‘virtual’ communities include 
our Facebook ministry and a ‘WhatsApp’ group where people share their daily 

joys and struggles. These efforts remind me that the church, at her best, is an 

open and generous community constantly inviting people to participate in the 

incredible gift that is God’s love. It has thus been a wonderful gift to see how we, as church, have 
continued to encourage each other and share in the remarkable gift of fellowship.  

 

My prayer is that God might continue to guide us as we seek to encourage each other and contribute to 
the wider community (especially those who are vulnerable). In my capacity, as a parish minister, I have 

sensed myself called to focus my energy on those who have been impacted by the reality of loss and 

grief at this time. I would certainly appreciate your prayers as I find myself in unchartered waters when it 
comes to the matter of officiating at funerals in the midst of a pandemic. I am aware that God’s grace is 

at work and I consider myself privileged to offer ministry at a time such as this. 

 

Ministry, creativity, encouragement, and so much more has been happening even as we ‘gather’ in very 
different ways throughout this season of uncertainty. I would thus encourage you to join our ‘WhatsApp’ 

group if you have a ‘smart phone’ and/or keep in touch via our Facebook page/website (Bellshill Central 

Parish Church) if you have a computer/tablet. 
 

I am ever hopeful that we will gather once again in our church building – Bellshill Central Parish Church, 

Main Street. I do not know, however, how long it might take for that to happen and so I am simply 
writing this brief letter to encourage each one of us to continue in our process of giving – our prayers, our 

thoughts, our very lives to each other in love and support. Luke writes of this spirit of generosity when he 

writes these words - “Give away your life. You’ll find life given back, but not merely given back – given 

back with bonus and blessing. Giving not getting is the way. Generosity begets generosity.” (Luke 6:38, 
The Message) 

 

Giving is expressed in a variety of ways and one such expression is through the gift of our money. As to 
the matter of our financial giving I thank you for your continued generosity to the work of God at Bellshill 

Central Parish Church. I anticipate that many of us (myself included) might well be using the envelope 

system and so I would encourage you to keep your envelopes in a safe place until we gather again for 

LOCKDOWN 
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worship. There might well be those who want to give via internet banking and so I draw your attention to 
the fact that the Bellshill Central bank account details are available via our treasurer. (I would encourage 

you to send a private message to the church if you are interested in receiving the bank details) 

 
I give thanks for the sheer joy of being a minister at Bellshill Central. These are uncertain times and yet I 

simply want to say thank you to one and all. I am well aware of how the generosity of God continues to 

shine in and through your lives. 

 
May you be richly blessed for your continued spiritual and material generosity. I pray God’s richest 

blessing upon you all at this time.   

 
“Give strength, give thought, give deeds, give wealth; 

Give love, give tears, and give yourself!”  Unknown. 

 
Yours in Christ. 

Kevin de Beer 

 

Hearts of Hope 
 

Our Hearts of Hope are still proudly fixed to the front of 
the Church on the railings.   It has been really so 

hearting to have so many people taking part from 

within the church community and the wider community 
during these difficult times.  

 

A simple idea started at the East end of the town on our railings, then replicated outside the Co-op 

Funeral Care premises on Hamilton Road.  There have been so many positive comments shared in our 
WhatsApp group and on Facebook and Twitter.   The most heart warming comes from one of our 

neighbours in the old Co-op building oppiste from one of the residents, who just loves waking up, pulling 

back the curtains and seeing the colours and signs of hope that have been placed there. 
 

People are stopping when they are passing by, to stop, read our notices, and look at the various hearts, 

crosses and visible signs of love, hope and strength.   We’ve shared pictures on our website and social 

media and it is just lovely to see the few pictures with the crafters pinning up their work. 
 

Here are some of the smiley, happy faces: 
 

       



Page 3 

 

NEWS FROM OUR LOCAL PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
 

 
 
Hope you are well and managing to stay safe and sane during lockdown. 

We have been very busy here in Mossend PSNC. We have developed a great 

Online Learning programme which covers all curricular areas and has many 

fun activities such as Story and Quiz, Escape Rooms, Supermarket Sweep as 

well as taught writing activities, mental agility and Number Ninjas to name 

but a few. 

 
Lots at families have been engaging in this on a daily basis. We have also produced learning packs which 

were distributed last week and some were hand delivered to individual homes. It was lovely to catch up 

with our children and their families.  
 

We also had our jotter giveaway with a Holy Family and again it was so nice to see so 

many of our children popping along for some jotters and a catch up. 

 

We have been overwhelmed by the lovely messages from our children on twitter and 

also on our railings. We have been incredibly touched by the increasing number of 

ribbons and messages appearing each day. 
 

Our staff have been working very hard to ensure stay in 

touch with families through the online learning and also calls home to check 
in. At the bank holiday weekend, the staff had a virtual bingo night which was 

both interesting and amusing!        

 

As we move into the next stage of lockdown with the hope of a plan to get us 

all back together, we ask for your prayers and thoughts and we look forward 
to seeing you all soon.  

 

Take care and stay safe 
Angela 

 

 

Keep up to date with news, stories and updates from 
Mossend online at 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/nl/mossendps/ and 

https://twitter.com/MossendPS 
 

 

 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/nl/mossendps/
https://twitter.com/MossendPS
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Mrs Hunter and all the staff are missing everyone however have been in contact with families during this 

time.   Staff together with Mrs Hunter are supporting our hub for key worker children and vulnerable 

families on a 4 weekly rota. Our CLD Schools Worker, Lucy has also been in contact with families and has 
delivered food packs, vouchers and other items to help families during the lockdown.  Our Educational 

Psychologist, Sparks Counselling Service and Art Therapist Janine have also kept in touch with families 

and children they are supporting.  Staff have developed more Learning packs for Early, First & Second 
Level and together with packs of jotters and pencils these have been delivered to local shops for families 

to collect when they are shopping or out exercising. Robbie our Rights Respecting Lion has been 

involved in setting a few challenges and more recently Lawmuir Lions completed a Virtual Relay 
Challenge more information @Lawmuir PS on twitter. 

 

More than ever there is an understanding that learning doesn’t just take place in a 

classroom it happens anywhere.   At the moment all of our children are learning at home.  
Our use of digital technology is being challenged,  however sometimes it’s the simplest 

things that work the best.    

 
Here are some of the things you can do: 

 

• Share a story with your child, make it fun. 
• Look & listen to the birds outside, draw a picture of one you recognise. 

• Bake a cake, make a pizza, or a sandwich and enjoy 

• Play games, share, take turns. 

• Do some exercise, set a challenge each day. 
• Help with house tasks, making the bed,  

• Learn something new every day, make up a quiz. 

• Write a letter to a family member. 
• Make a rainbow, put it on your window, say thanks to the nhs. 

• Sing a song together, learn a new one. 

• Play some music and dance. 
• Teach each other a new skill, a joke, a trick. 

• Write down all the new things you’ve learned, start a diary. 

• Draw, create, imagine, make a model. 

• For further advice: https://tinyurl.com/vkwe3dd 
 

In Lawmuir every class is set up for digital learning through GLOW Teams. All logins & passwords were 

issued prior to school closure. To access your child’s login details complete this form and we’ll get back 
to you: https://tinyurl.com/wow4a3l 

 

If you would like to apply for Free School Meals due to a change in CIRCUMSTANCES 

Simply go to www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals or email FME@northlan.gov.uk 

 

We miss everyone however you can keep up with what's happening at Lawmuir by following us on 

twitter @LawmuirPS 

https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Fvkwe3dd&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7267231340e242f44bda08d7fca747b8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637255667694238371&sdata=R3rifkkevnTepIhMva2y6MZXuN83yRDcM5Fs6WEPEPQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Fwow4a3l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7267231340e242f44bda08d7fca747b8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637255667694238371&sdata=FWUUB5DgQym2FWHv81rkdTtZQ6M36411TxmExkZjjuY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.northlanarkshire.gov.uk%2Ffreeschoolmeals&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7267231340e242f44bda08d7fca747b8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637255667694238371&sdata=N4z6Jgb%2B38lKPWPILCQF7%2Bce562N0BAPv75oqTGdoFk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:ME@northlan.gov.uk
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News from the Guild 
Liz Morton, President 
 
The Guild last met on Monday 16th May for our AGM.   We had to bring the 

AGM forward due to the pending COVID-19 restrictions.   Due to the 

lockdown we have no Monthly Summer Outings to report on this year.  
Everyone at the Guild hopes you are all well and it is everyone’s hope that 

it will be possible for us to meet up in October – although we don't know 

if that will be possible at the moment though as this crisis could go on for 

a while yet. 
 

Keep safe and keep well. 

 

FOODBANK @ EU CHURCH 
 
Unfortunately, the Foodbank (at the EU Church) is still still closed (apart from emergencies via the 

agencies) due to lockdown. However, the new Communities Together Project is running from the 

Bellshill Y.M.C.A. and the number is 01698 747483.  Details of the Communities Together Project can be 
found by reading further.  

 

Communities Together Project 
 

Communities Together is an initiative created as 

a response to the needs of the Bellshill, Mossend 
and Thorniewood Areas (we will do surrounding 

areas) in North Lanarkshire against the 

backdrop of Coronavirus. They are an umbrella 
group that pulls together the community 

response to COVID—19 to make sure all areas 

covered and supported where possible. 

Communities Together hopes to identify people 
who may need support now, and may be 

vulnerable for many reasons, and get help to 

them.  
 

Communities Together was launched on 

Monday 27th April 2020 at 8AM and will operate 
out of the Bellshill YMCA (294 Main Street, 

Bellshill, ML4 1AB). 

 

Operating via a helpline 01698 74 74 83 or via 
email ContactUs@communitiestogether.scot – 

their friendly team will be on hand to prepare 

food parcels and other essentials for delivery to 

vulnerable people in the Bellshill, Mossend and 

Thorniewood communities during this difficult 
time. 

 

The Group will also support the collection and 
delivery of key items including Prescriptions to 

vulnerable people and can facilitate the 

collection of Shopping for those who require a 

Shopper to get out and do this for them. 
 

They will also signpost and give information via 

the helpline where people can be linked in to 
Befriending for a telephone call and given 

information on other services, through adding 

information packs to the deliveries.  
 

Communities Together are also aware that 

although people need help now, that they also 

need to prepare for after lock down, so with your 
help we can make sure all areas of our 

community are strong and supported – now and 

into the future. 
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OUR GUILD 
By Margaret Love (May 2012 approx) 

 
‘Tis afternoon and the hall is filled 

For another meeting of Our Guild 

We’ve met our friends and had a chat 

‘Bout little things of this and that 
The speaker’s here, the urn is filled 

The table set, all is fulfilled 

We settle down, so let’s commence 
The speaker’s theme is ‘Common Sense.’ 

 

Now none of us is in our youth 
In fact we’re rather long of tooth 

We reckon, if he questions us 

We’ll have the answers so, no fuss 

 
The meeting is opened with a welcome to all 

The roll call is taken of those in the hall 

Our secretary informs us of events still to come 
And we stand for the opening hymn to be sung 

Devotions now follow, a reading and prayer 

Then the speaker invited to talk to all here 
 

He begins by giving us hints and tips 

To use while out on shopping trips 

And tips to keep us safe at home 
As some of us live all alone 

And then he asks 

‘What would you do, if in a pot, 
The oil within gets far too hot?’ 

 

You lift the lid to have a peek 

Black acrid smoke is what you meet 

It billows up and makes you choke 

This is serious and note a joke 

You start to panic; and try to think 
Should you take it to the sink? 

 

Oh no, no, no!  We all say 
We know that this is NOT the way 

Replace the lid, turn off the heat 

In case in flame it starts to leap 

Leave it on the hob to cool 

And thank the Lord you knew that rule 

And so the afternoon goes on 

With questions and answers 

Some right; some wrong 

And then we have a bit of fun 
Relating silly things we’ve done 

And at each tale we have a laugh 

We like to hear of others’ gaffs 
 

The speaker has finished 

It’s time now to sing 
(Without the piano) our offering hymn 

The plate is passed around 

Our gifts gathered in 

And a thanksgiving prayer 
By our President given 

 

Then comes the call of, ‘The tea is up 
Please come to the table and fill your cup’ 

And once again we start to chat 

Whilst nibbling on a wee Kit-Kat 
The dishes then are gathered up 

Some ladies start the washing up 

Sometimes this task is not complete 

Before we must assume our seat 
 

We must get back to swell our ranks 

And listen to the Vote of Thanks 
‘We thank you for coming here today 

We really have enjoyed your stay 

Your words of wisdom we’ve absorbed 

Which in our memory will be stored’ 

We all applaud and smile his way 

To thank him for a happy day 

 
Our meeting closes with a prayer 

We sing our Benediction Prayer 

The speaker says, ‘Goodbye to All’ 
And then we tidy up the hall 

And once again we start to chat 

‘Bout little things of this and that 

While gathering up our things before 

We make our exit from the door 

Peggy Walker has given a wee bit about Margaret, on the following page…. 
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Margaret Love 
 

Most of you will remember Margaret, but some of you may be new comers to Bellshill Central and may 
find this interesting.  Margaret was a lovely and very talented lady.  She died a few years ago; not sure 

when, Lawson might have the details.  Her husband was Session Clerk for a while.  Her son is married to 

Margaret Matthew's daughter.  She lived across the road from Margaret Matthew.  She used to sit in 

church near Ann Dillon. 
 

She was a Church and Guild member for many years and also in the Ladies Choir (which grew out of the 

Young Wives and Mothers Group; a junior version of the Guild).  Margaret wrote and performed in many 
of the 'skits' they performed when they went out to entertain in various venues.  Alexa would be able to 

tell you more about that. 

 
I think this is the only piece of her work I've got; she had asked me to type it for her.  Hopefully, 

somebody has copies of her other poems but I don't know for sure.   If anyone has then please pass them 

to Lawson for inclusion in the next Church Magazine.  

 

News from Orbiston Neighbourhood Centre and 

BeFriend Bellshill 
 

Over the past number of weeks the Befriending Staff at Orbiston Neighbourhood Centre send out regular 
Newsletters to  Befriendees to keep in touch.  The Newsletters always have some kind of quiz or joke etc 

to lighten the mood.   

If you would like to receive one of the Newsletters then get in touch via befriend@oncbellshill.org or 

07749316648 
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Lockdown activities keeping us busy! 
 

Peggy’s Bellshill Streets Trivia Challenges are causing quite a bit of 
competitiveness in the church WhatsApp group.    
 

Everyone has a bash at answering the questions, but there is definitely 

a wee bit of rivalery between father and daughter – Stan Cook and 
Jillian Bryce! 
 

• Who knew Bellshill had so many streets? 

• How long does it take to plan her daily walks? 
• Does Peggy take a walk with the Local A-Z in her hands? 

• Is Jillian a secret taxi driver?       

 

Lawson and Jean are enjoying walking in and around the local area and are sharing some lovely 

pictures with us, such as these early morning swimmers!   They have also been doing their own crafts 
keeping busy at home……….and, is he trying to lose Jean? 
 

       
 

Many of us have been using the time to tend to our gardens and aren’t they looking lovely! 
 

          
 

    
 

More lockdown activities and news on next page 
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A Message from Sheena Bowman 
Alan, Wish I had something exciting for you to print, but like everyone else boredom has set in after all 

the cleaning, painting, clearing out etc has been done.  So miss our regular Sunday church services but 

our YouTube link has been the next best thing and a huge Thank You to you for setting it all up.   Afraid 
my technical skills are abysmal but getting better since lockdown. 

Have been trying to keep in touch with some of my fellow Guild members who are missing the 

opportunity of our planned monthly outings.   Over the past two years these have proved a big success 

and enjoyed by those who came along.    Not sure that we'll be able to pick up on any of them before the 
Guild is due to recommence in October. 

 

Helen Clark has written a Prayer for Peace during lockdown and has sent it in for our Lockdown 
Chronicle, many thanks Helen for sharing  

 

“In these times of trial and tribulation,  

of darker days, we do not want. 

A word to our Father in Heaven, “Keep us on the right path”,  

we know we shan’t. 

Keep faith beside you always, 

It will be your guide every day. 

Knowing that strength comes from above, 

It’ll help you find your way. 

May God give you kindness,  

dignity and honour and pride in all that you do, 

Confidence will take you towards 

A future that awaits for you. 

Amen.” 
 

Lockdown Birthdays 
 

Many of us have celebrated birthdays during lockdown, some just another year and others significant 

milestones.  

 

Lynn Swan posted lots of happy pictures from Dean’s 21st birthday in May 
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Central Moments during Lockdown 
 

The Church buildings may be temporarily closed, but they must be checked for property maintenance 
and insurance purposes.   Drew checks most things and Alan checks the organ.   Here are just a few 

pictures taken in the empty, quiet and stillness of the Church during lockdown. 
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Church Finance 
Please keep up to date with your financial giving to your Church.  Please continue with your standing 

orders and direct debits.  If you give by way of envelopes/donations save these and bring to Church when 

we re-open.  

If you would like to change to direct bank giving please let us know and we can give you the necessary 

information.  

There will be a significant impact on our Church finances over these weeks so your continued generosity 

will be particularly important and very much appreciated. 

 

DIAL IN CHURCH – ON THE PHONE! 
For those members & friends of BCPC who can’t take part 

using the internet we have the dial-in option so anyone can 

now hear Kevin’s weekly message using their phone.   

Just call 01698 533211 (local rate number). Please share this 

info with folks not online so they can take part in our 

worship. It is available anytime & every day and updated on 

Sunday mornings. 

 

Keeping in touch 
Please let Kevin or Stanley know ASAP about anyone unwell, needing the support of the church or any 

regular pastoral care.   

We’ve set up a WhatsApp group, so if you have a smartphone and the WhatsApp “app” and would like to 

be part of this group let us know.  

Remember to phone those who aren’t online, share some news, ask them how they are, it really will 

make all the difference. 

Organist Entertains! 
We are all missing coming to church.   The choir are missing all their 

singing!   Alan is taking requests of your hymns and songs and recording 
them for the Organist Entertains videos.  

These are available on YouTube each Sunday and Wednesday at 8pm.   
Just get in touch if you have a hymn you would like requested.  

As well as hymns, there is also some demonstration of each of the organ 
stops, and how the organ works.   Tune in to see and hear more.  
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Sunday Services and lockdown activities 

 
Sundays 

10.45am our online broadcast begins  

(service usually at around 11am) 

8pm The Organist Entertains 
 

Wednesdays 

12pm Online Young Church 

8pm The Organist Entertains 
 

Daily 

A Psalm a Day 

 

PRAYERS DURING COVID 
 

Sundays at 7pm 

Monday to Saturday at 8pm 

 

A MINUTE TO REMEMBER 
 

8pm each Sunday 

We stand together  

to remember all  

who have lost their lives 
 

Ways to keep in touch 
 

www.bellshillcentral.church 

www.facebook.com/bellshillcentralchurch 

www.twitter.com/bellshillchurch 
 

The WhatsApp Group is a good place to chat 

with up to 50 people  

 

Contact your Elder, the Session Clerk or the 

minister if you need to speak to someone 

 

Phone numbers 

Kevin  01698 841176 

Stanley 01698 747144 

http://www.bellshillcentral.church/
http://www.facebook.com/bellshillcentralchurch
http://www.twitter.com/bellshillchurch

