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SUNDAY 1ST NOVEMBER 2020 

CHURCH AT HOME 

BELLSHILL CENTRAL PARISH CHURCH 

 

GATHERING SONGS 

 

1 Beneath the cross of Jesus 

I fain would take my stand, 

the shadow of a mighty Rock 

within a weary land; 

a home within the wilderness, 

a rest upon the way, 

from the burning of the noontide heat 

and the burden of the day. 

 

2 Upon the cross of Jesus 

mine eye at times can see 

the very dying form of One 

who suffered there for me: 

and from my stricken heart with tears 

two wonders I confess, 

the wonders of redeeming love 

and my unworthiness. 

 

3 I take, O cross, thy shadow 

for my abiding place: 

I ask no other sunshine than 

the sunshine of his face; 

content to let the world go by, 

to know no gain nor loss; 

my sinful self my only shame, 

my glory all the cross. 

 

Purify my heart, 

Let me be as gold and precious silver. 

Purify my heart, 

Let me be as gold, pure gold. 

 

Refiner's fire, My heart's one desire 

Is to be... holy; 

Set apart for You, Lord. 

I choose to be... holy; 

Set apart for You, my Master, 

Ready to do Your will. 

 

Purify my heart, 

Cleanse me from within 

And make me holy. 

Purify my heart, 

Cleanse me from my sin, deep within. 

 

 

May the Lord Bless You 

May the Lord Keep you 

May the Lord make his face to shine upon you 

May the Lord Bless You 

May the Lord Keep you 

May the Lord make his countenance upon you 

And give you peace (x2) 

WELCOME/INTIMATIONS 

• Welcome to our online worship today 

• Paper Copies of the Chronicle – please let Stanley know if you need a paper copy 

• Remembrance Sunday – service starts slightly earlier than usual at 10.30am online 

• Birthdays – Monday 2nd November – Josh Mills, Sheena McKeown and Tom Mills 
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INTROIT By grace we have been saved through faith 

 

By grace, we have been saved through faith 

and not by works we do. 

For just as God gives life and breath 

God makes us whole and new. 
 

O God, in Christ, we hold this world 

within your love's embrace. 

In serving you, we thank you, Lord, 

for all your wondrous grace. 

Text: Copyright © 2015 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (LYLE) 

 

This morning, God, 

we want everything to be for your glory. 

We want our thoughts, our words, our songs, 

our church, our community, 

our resources, our time, our lives-- 

all to be for you. 

Everything ours is yours, 

and we come together to declare this to be so, 

on this Sunday, your holy day. 

Bless our time together with your holy presence, Amen 

 

HYMN Amazing Grace My chains are Gone 

 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost, but now I'm found 

Was blind, but now I see 

 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 

And grace my fears relieved 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed 

 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 

My God, my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy reigns 

Unending love, amazing grace 

 

The Lord has promised good to me 

His word my hope secures 

He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures 

 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow 

The sun forbear to shine 

But God who called me here below 

Will be forever mine 

Will be forever mine 

You are forever mine 
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PRAYER FOR, AND ASSURANCE OF GRACE (EMILY) 

 

God of Grace, 

you blow the breath of life into our lungs, 

you have formed us in your image. 

And yet we acknowledge that sometimes 

we are not who you would have us be.  

You challenge us to embrace the refining fire of your love, 

to meet you on the threshing floor of life, to be washed as with fuller's soap. 

But in our heart of hearts 

we would rather keep those things 

that would be removed in such an encounter.  

Through your Grace, life-giving God, accept us as we are, 

Unrefined, unwashed, the chaff mixed in with the grain.  

And help us to move into a new way of being  

 

...time of silence... 

 

Listen! For this is Good News! 

God's Grace is wider than our wildest imaginings. 

God's Grace embraces us as we are and where we are 

and draws us out to be the people we were created to be. 

Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

LORDS PRAYER (ELLIE) 

 

ALL AGE TIME 

 

READING HANNAH & HOLLIE 

ROMANS CHAPTER 5 VERSES 1-5 (Right with God) 

We have been made right with God because of our faith. So we have[a] peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through our faith,[b] Christ has brought us into that blessing of God’s grace that 

we now enjoy. And we are happy because of the hope we have of sharing God’s glory. 3 And we also 

have joy with our troubles because we know that these troubles produce patience. 4 And patience 

produces character, and character produces hope. 5 And this hope will never disappoint us, because 

God has poured out his love to fill our hearts. God gave us his love through the Holy Spirit, whom God 

has given to us. 
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HYMN THANKS TO GOD WHOSE WORD WAS SPOKEN 

 

1 Thanks to God whose word was spoken 

 in the making of the earth. 

 His the voice that called a nation, 

 fired her vision, tried her worth. 

 God has spoken: God has spoken  

 praise him for his open word. 

 

2 Thanks to God whose word incarnate 

 came to save our human race. 

 Deeds and words and death and rising 

 testify to heaven’s grace. 

God has spoken: God has spoken  

 praise him for his open word. 

 

3 Thanks to God whose word was written 

 in the Bible’s sacred page, 

 record of the revelation 

 showing God to every age. 

God has spoken: God has spoken  

 praise him for his open word. 

 

4 Thanks to God whose word is published 

 in the tongues of every race. 

 See its glory undiminished 

 by the change of time or place. 

God has spoken: God has spoken  

 praise him for his open word. 

5 Thanks to God whose word is answered 

by the Spirit’s voice within. 

Here we drink of joy unmeasured, 

life redeemed from death and sin. 

God has spoken: God has spoken 

praise him for his open word. 

 
Reginald Thomas Brooks (1918–1985)(alt.) 

Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 605 

Words: © 1954, renewed 1982, Hope Publishing Company. Administered by CopyCare Ltd, PO Box 77, Hailsham, East Sussex, 

BN27 3EF, United Kingdom.  <music@copycare.com>  Used by permission. 

 

KEVIN 

 

REFLECTION THE SYRIAN WOMAN (ELSPETH) 

 

Our reflection is from Mark Chpt 7, Vs 28 - But she answered Him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table 

eat the children’s crumbs” 

 

A few thoughts as to the Syrian woman  

Were the disciples present when this discussion took place? (between Jesus and the Syrian woman) - 

Or did Jesus tell them about it later? 

Oh – there are so many questions that we would like to ask you Jesus. 
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Why did you go to Syria – away from home – and why did you not want anyone to know where you 

were? 

Perhaps you were just exhausted. We know that you were human (but we sometimes forget that). 

Could it be because the people rejected you in Nazareth, or maybe it was because of all the 

controversy with the establishment, or the crowds that were following you everywhere, or could it 

have been that you were still grieving John the Baptiser’s death? 

There are so many questions and that is but the ‘tip of the iceberg’. 

Did you really not want to heal the Syrian woman’s daughter, and that simply because she wasn’t 

Jewish? 

We know that you did not normally turn people away, but there must have been people that you 

turned away – surely? 

Oh and by the way wasn’t that reference to ‘dogs’ a bit harsh? Or were you joking? (Are we missing 

something here?) 

But then, you did actually heal the girl, even though you never saw her. Did this unknown foreign 

woman persuade you that salvation is not just for your own people, but for the whole world (us 

included)? 

Yes – salvation for the Gentiles as well as for the Jews? 

For those on the outside as well as those on the inside? 

So we are included too? 

Hallelujah! 

 

PRAYER (MARY, JIM AND ALAN) 

 

God our holy Friend, you allow us share some of your love for the world. While we are here praying 

for the world’s healing, others are busy implementing that healing. Later, when we are out there 

trying to give of our best, may others remember to pray for us. 

 

Give your grace to all peacemakers; those who endeavour to resolve with justice all conflicts 

between nations, and within communities, commerce and industry, parliaments, families, marriage 

partners, colleagues, and friends. 

 

Let your grace support those who fight with and for neglected people; those small ethnic groups with 

no political clout, the little people who are being ripped off by the rich and unscrupulous, and the 

deserted wives or husbands who are raising a family alone. 

 

Endow the merciful folk with your sustaining grace; those who treat diseases, bind up wounds, feed 

the hungry, re-settle the homeless, care for the orphan, visit the prisoner, encourage the 

handicapped, watch with the dying and grieve with the sorrowful. 
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Endorse the work of this church with your enabling grace. Keep it close to the agenda of Christ. Let us 

be joyful in worship, warm in fellowship, inclusive in outreach, open in decision making, humble and 

sensitive in evangelism, and gracious in our ecumenical endeavours. 

 

Bless any servant of yours who is keeping the faith against the odds: those without the 

encouragement of other Christians at hand, or without even a distant congregation that can pray 

their names with affection. Please let your grace renew them daily, and may they know your Spirit as 

Friend and Counsellor. 

 

Visit each of us with your grace, loving Friend. Dismantle our fears, build up our faith, deepen our 

love, clarify our goals, sharpen our insight, widen our compassion, and open our minds to the new 

words you wish to speak to our situation. 

 

In the name of the patient, insightful, and healing Christ we offer these prayers. Amen. 

 

HYMN For everyone born a place at the table 

 

1 For everyone born, a place at the table, 

for everyone born, clean water and bread, 

a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, 

for everyone born, a star over head. 

 

And God will delight when we are creators 

of justice and joy,  

yes, God will delight when we are creators 

of justice, justice, and joy. 

 

2 For woman and man, a place at the table, 

revising the roles, deciding to share, 

with wisdom and grace, dividing the power, 

for woman and man, a system that's fair. 

 

3 For young and for old, a place at the table, 

a voice to be heard, a part in the song, 

the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled, 

for young and for old, the right to belong. 

 

4 For just and unjust, a place at the table. 

abuser, abused, with need to forgive, 

in anger, in hurt, a mind-set of mercy, 

for just and unjust, a new way to live. 

 

5 For everyone born, a place at the table, 

to live without fear, and simply to be, 

to work, to speak out, to witness and worship, 

for everyone born, the right to be free.

BLESSING 

 

SUNG BLESSING May the God of Peace go with us 

May the God of peace go with us 

as we travel from this place; 

may the love of Jesus keep us 

firm in hope and full of grace. 


