Autumn 2022

An Invitation to the Lord’s Table
You are invited to share in the Lord’s Supper
on Sunday 11th December 2022 at 11am

EDITORIAL
Welcome to your Autumn Chronicle. Apologies for the lateness of this
edition. It was always going to be later than usual due to my holidays, but
while on holiday Gary and I had a bereavement. Gary’s mum passed away.
This was unexpected, although she had been ill with COPD for a number of
years.
Thank you for your support, prayers and messages. We have both found
great comfort from them.
This magazine will cover all the way up to the beginning of December
2022 so apologies for the mention of Christmas, throughout this edition.
Peggy and I are always on the lookout for any news items, interesting
pieces of information, club news, pieces of poetry or prose or anything you
think our members and readers will find interesting.
Please email your articles/news to hello@bellshillcentral.church or pass to
either Alan Mathew or Peggy Walker.
Thanks, Alan
(Editor behaving badly, aided and abetted by Peggy!)

ONLINE LINKS
Website
Facebook
Twitter
YouTube

www.bellshillcentral.church
www.facebook.com/bellshillchurch
www.twitter.com/bellshillchurch
www.youtube.com/bellshillchurch
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FROM THE
MANSE
Greetings all
The autumn months bring both a change in the
weather as well as a change in the life of the
church.
There is much discussion and deliberation in the Church of Scotland at the
moment regarding the appropriate shape and resources for congregations
and parishes across the country.
The key phrase as to discerning future possibilities might well be stated as:
“We, as the Church (of Scotland), are called to participate in Christ’s
mission and now is the time to set down a definition of that mission.”
The prayer is that each Presbytery will express a commitment to mission by
forming a rolling five-year Mission Plan and the hope is that, by the 31st
December 2022, each Presbytery will have agreed and submitted their
Mission Plan for approval by the General Assembly (through the Faith
Nurture Forum and the General Trustees).
The simple reality is that this is going to be a complicated process and yet
we, at Bellshill Central, have received the first draft proposal as to what the
Plan for our area might look like. I draw your attention to the fact that this
is only the first draft and that there will be further discussions and
deliberations before the final Mission Plan is submitted for approval.
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The early thoughts from the Presbytery planning process are that we should
consider the possibility of forming a united Bellshill, Holytown and
Wrangholm charge. The initial suggestion is that the Bellshill Central
church building be used as the space for Sunday worship (with halls
retained at Holytown and Bellshill West sites for mission and community
outreach).
We met as a Session on the 25th August to formulate our initial response to
the proposals. The mind of the Session was that there were real possibilities
for continued ministry and mission in the initial draft of the plan. We
sensed, however, that this is also an incredibly painful process for some
congregations and for the Church of Scotland as a whole.
We thus join in the ongoing call to prayer so that we might truly rise to the
challenges of being God’s people in this part of the world as well as doing
all that we can to participate in Christ’s mission.
The process will continue and so I ask you to be patient as we seek to
encourage each other and those in the wider community.
May God bless and strengthen the work.
Kevin de Beer
Parish Minister

Please remember that in addition to his duties at Bellshill Central
Parish Church, Kevin is interim moderator at Cleland Parish Church
linked with Wishaw: St Mark’s Parish Church.
Kevin would value your continued prayers for both himself and the
manse family at this time of increased work loads and period of
change.
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The Church of Scotland has
5 Marks of Mission
You might find it helpful to consider the ‘standard’ wording of the Church
of Scotland’s Five Marks of Mission…..
1. To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom.
2. To teach, baptise and nurture new believers.
3. To respond to human need by loving service.
4. To transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of
every kind and pursue peace and reconciliation.
5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and
renew the life of the earth.
…..alongside the alternative definition of the Five Marks of Mission
created by the Anglican Board of Mission in Australia and endorsed for our
use by the Church of Scotland Assembly Trustees:
1. To witness to Christ’s saving, forgiving, reconciling love for all
people.
2. To build welcoming, transforming communities of faith.
3. To stand in solidarity with the poor and needy.
4. To challenge violence, injustice and oppression, and work for peace
and reconciliation.
5. To protect, care for and renew life on our planet.
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ORGANIST ENTERTAINS
Well, who would have thought it? Since early lockdown in 2020 to
September 2022 we have reached the second Organist Entertains milestone.
That milestone is our 100th Episode – our centennial anniversary.
The first episode was only 10 minutes 22 seconds long! The 50th episode
was a staggering 2 hours 40 minutes! However, looking ahead to the 100th
the timescales will be cut back quite a bit.
The Rt Rev Dr Iain Greenshields, current Moderator of the General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, has very kindly contributed a small
video and a hymn request. Kevin has also provided a video to include. To
both I express grateful thanks.
We’ve gone from two per week, to weekly, to fortnightly, and now for
various reasons a little bit sporadic! Requests still come in from all over the
world. Our furthest away request came from Australia, but we have also
had requests from Canada, USA, South Africa, Ireland and of course the
UK. We’ve made friends along the way and that has just been fantastic.
Episode 100 will be with you by the end of September. It won’t be the last
episode, worry not, but we will move to monthly from now on. Hopefully,
each new episode will have a theme! Stay tuned and keep singing.
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A short prayer for the Queen
God, Our Father,
all through our country,
we are sad at this time,
because our Queen is no longer with us.
She will be missed by so very many,
but we know that you are looking after her.
Bless those close to her.
May they know they are remembered by us.
And bless our country at this time of change.
May we all work together as one family,
and be ready to serve others,
as our Queen served us.
In Jesus' name we ask it.
Amen.
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This short reflection was shared in the days after the
Queen’s death, and is particularly poignant
Phillip came to me today,
and said it was time to go.
I looked at him and smiled,
as I whispered that "I know"
I then turned and looked behind me,
and saw I was asleep.
All my Family were around me,
and I could hear them weep.
I gently touched each shoulder,
with Phillip by my side.
Then I turned away and walked,
with My Angel guide.
Phillip held my hand,
as he led the way,
to a world where Kings and Queens,
are Monarchs every day.
I was given a crown to wear
or a Halo known by some.
The difference is up here,
they are worn by everyone.

I’ve done my duties
Paddington, please take
me to my husband

I felt a sense of peace,
my reign had seen its end.
70 years I had served my Country,
as the people’s friend.
Thank you for the years,
for all your time and love.
Now I am one of two again,
in our Palace up above.
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GUILD NEWS
There are two reports from The Guild. Liz Morton
recaps on the previous session, and Sheena Bowman
writes some thoughts on the months ahead.
Here's what's been happening since the last Chronicle.
Monday, 30th May was a Holiday.
On 6th June we had a Jubilee Party with games, music and lots of good
food. Most enjoyable.
On 13th June we had a Speaker from Home for Good which was one of our
Guild Projects. The Speaker was most interesting and informative.
On 20th June we had our Closing Social at The Bentley. We had a lovely
Lunch and I was presented with a Thank You card from all the Guild
Members. I also received a beautiful bunch of Flowers on the Sunday.
Many thanks once again. Long Service Certificates were also presented.
Nothing has happened during June, July, August and September but the
Guild starts back on Monday, 3rd October with a Joint Communion Service
with Burnhead Church Guild, held this year in our Church at 2pm.
Mrs. Sheena Bowman is the Guild's new President so Sheena will be
writing the Guild News from now on. We are a friendly bunch. Why not
come and join us. Men are welcome too. We meet on Mondays at 1:30pm,
October to March.
Liz Morton,
Past President.
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GUILD NEWS CONTINUED…
It is intended the Guild will resume on Monday 3rd October when our first
meeting will be at Bellshill Central as a Joint Communion Service with
Burnhead Church Guild at 2pm. Please note the change of time for this
Service.
A very full and varied syllabus is planned for the coming session when it is
hoped to welcome back existing members as well as some new faces and
maybe even some MEN! Our regular meetings are at 1:30pm every
Monday, other than our Guest Night which will be in January 2023. We
are indeed fortunate to have a consistent 28 or 30 members every week but
there is always room for more and you would be made most welcome.
At the close of last session Liz Morton resigned as President and I take the
opportunity of thanking Liz for her long and committed service to the
Guild and hope she will still consider herself a member.
As to be expected, no one was anxious to fill this post and it was
debateable if the Guild would even continue. The syllabus and speakers
were already confirmed for the coming Session and I have assumed the
position at least until the end of the year but hope that others will help
when and where needed. It would indeed be a shame to lose the friendship
and fellowship we share and look forward to every week.

Please consider joining us.
Sheena Bowman
Current President
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LIFE AND WORK
It is around this time of the year that the Order
Form for Life and Work arrives. While it has not
yet been received, Life and Work does deserve to
be brought to your attention!
The magazine contains articles by a variety of people from all sorts of
backgrounds as well as bits and pieces of information about things going
on in the Church nationally and internationally.
At the moment the printed paper version costs £3 per monthly edition,
while the digital form is only £2. As I am a Poor Old Pensioner, I
obviously go for the cheaper option. There are often special offers on their
website for new subscribers.
Why not have a look: https://www.lifeandwork.org/
Life and Work also have a Facebook page which you can follow and, of
course, there is no charge for doing that. News items are posted there most
days so that you can keep up to date with what’s happening in the Church.
Once the Order Form is received, I’ll ask Alan to include the information in
the Pews News.
Peggy Walker
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FROM CLLR CAMPBELL
These last few weeks and months have certainly been a time of great
change, just as we move from summer to autumn, we have experienced
many changes in recent weeks with more to come.
We have had changes in local and national government; war on mainland
Europe; discussions opened regarding possible closure of both Catholic and
Church of Scotland parishes and sadly the death of the Queen.
We have a long, difficult winter ahead with the energy crisis and I pray that
everyone at all levels of government do all they can to assist those most in
need while remembering the struggles and hardship of the people of
Ukraine.
Many difficult decisions will need to be made by our churches regarding
potential closures, regardless of what decisions are made I hope that
members of all churches involved can move on together and continue to
have a positive effect on our community.
I was writing this when I heard the Queen was seriously ill, then sadly died.
I didn’t realise how sad I would feel as she has “always been there” saying
the right thing, carrying on with her job regardless of what family members
may have done. Her faith has shone through in everything in her life, as has
her sense of humour with the twinkle in her
eye often caught in photographs. Her work
ethic obvious as she worked to the end and
her sense of humour so clear in the Jubilee
clip with Paddington Bear. She will be
missed especially in times of crisis.
RIP Queen Elizabeth II.
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COIN BOXES
Between 23 May and 5 September 2022, a sum of £37.60 was received via
the Coin Boxes which is about £12 less than the same period last year.
Every coin is appreciated!
If you would like to give your small change to the Church, please help
yourself to a Coin Box. There are a few boxes in the Church. You’ll find
them on the ledge on your left as you go from the Church through to the
hall. Thank you!
Peggy Walker

WALKING GROUP
We continue to meet most Tuesdays, normally at
7pm beginning from either Anne Guy’s House
or the Church. We finish off with a cuppa,
some treats and a good gab.
You are welcome to walk and talk, then sit and
talk - or one or the other!
We walk for around 45mins to an hour and
nothing is too strenuous.
The usual walkers are: Anne Guy, Zandra Swan, Sheena McKeown, Alan
Mathew, Mary Mathew, June Baird, Joan Downie and Peggy Walker.
If you’re interested speak with one of the regular walkers. NB: our times
are subject to change as we approach winter/darker evenings.
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The board hosted a short AGM in August followed by a retirement party
for Operations Manager Irene Gibson. Staff, volunteers and friends
gathered in the main hall for tea and cake, wishing Irene a fond farewell
after leading the Centre for 27 years. Our new manager Christopher is now
in post and will continue to guide the development of the Centre.
Our Older Persons Service is taking registrations for the regular day
service. Sessions currently run Tuesdays and Thursdays with a new Friday
session starting in September. The service provides hot meals,
entertainment and social company for all older adults. Individuals or family
members can self-refer for an assessment of needs. For details telephone
Maureen on 01698 573250.
Our new support worker Donna joined the BeFriend Bellshill team in June.
The team launched a new weekly group session in sheltered housing and
are accepting referrals for home visits. For more information contact 01698
573251 or email befriend@oncbellshill.org.
Our new assistant chef Jackie started working in Theo’s Café – but we still
need volunteers to help serve customers.
The weekly digital inclusion group continues to meet on Tuesdays in The
Hoose. Parent & Toddlers is again meeting in the main hall on Thursdays.
Don’t forget Orbiston Neighbourhood Centre has rooms available for hire.
To check availability phone 01698 842215 or email info@oncbellshill.org.
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PICTURE GALLERY

We express our thanks to all who organised our Jubilee Afternoon Party
during the summer. A great afternoon was enjoyed by everyone.

The Guild presented long service awards to these ladies at the end of
session lunch. A special guest came to the Guild Jubilee Tea!
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BCPC BOWLING CLUB
We were so pleased that our Church Bowling Club was able to resume
once restrictions ended and it was good to see the familiar faces, plus some
new ones who joined this year. When we started back we decided it was
time to change our meeting time to 2pm, but still on Wednesdays.
We resumed on Wednesday 7th September and welcomed back the familiar
faces. There is always room for more!! A warm welcome is guaranteed,
and good fun is promised.

AMAZON SMILE
By using Amazon Smile and looking for
Bellshill: Central Parish Church of
Scotland you can set up Amazon
Donates so that BCPC get a donation
from Amazon each time you shop.
All at no extra cost to you. Remember every penny counts and your
support is greatly appreciated. Since we joined Amazon Smile we have
generated £41.73 as of August 2022, and the total generated by UK
Charities is £16,991,028.27 as of September 2022!

LIGHT UP RED APPEAL 2022
Bellshill Central will once again Light Up Red for the dates of the
Poppy Appeal – Monday 24th October to Sunday 13th November.
We hope to have a Poppy collection can in church, however you can donate
online via this link:
https://secure.poppyscotland.org.uk/fundraisers/bellshill-central-parishchurch-poppy-appeal-2022
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PRAYER GROUP
This continues to be an integral part of our life
here at BCPC and it proves to be such a
continued blessing.
We meet via Zoom, we listen, we read scripture
and we read some prayers. Kevin leads us in
intercessions for ourselves and each other.
New members to our group are welcome. Just ask for the joining link or
code (usually they are in the weekly pews news).
If you can’t take part when we meet, or you feel you want to pray on your
own (and this is ok!) you can take part by watching our time together via
the Church Website https://bellshillcentral.church/prayer-group/

The R in ows
Rainbows started back a few weeks ago and we are glad to say our
numbers are looking healthy.
We are currently organising our programme for this session which involves
lots of great things like Halloween and Christmas which everyone loves.
We have just been settling the girls in the last week or two but they will
start working on their new badge work shortly.
Here’s to a happy fun-filled time.
Chemaine
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5-MINUTE QUIZ
(You might remember some of these from 2013 Summer Fundraiser)
SCOTLAND’S LOCHS
(All of these are beautiful and worth a visit)
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

The largest by area
The largest by volume of water
The deepest (you could stack 3 Big Bens
on top of each other and still have some
space left)
Glasgow’s main water supply
Sounds like a penalty you need to pay
It is not short
St Conan’s Kirk is here
Sounds like a bit of your leg
The US Navy used to be here
The Enchanted Forest sits on the edge of it
The UK Navy Scottish HQ is here
Mary Queen of Scots was held prisoner
here in 1567
Sheena and Alan use one each to clean the
outside steps of the Church
Sounds like the answer to No 11 but this
one is in Wester Ross
A really difficult anagram: CEK
Sounds like what ‘you take’ when you trip
over something
Really pretty, with a beach and a
boathouse; near Aviemore; at the edge of
the road leading to Cairngorm
18

18
19
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What the DWP encourage you to do to get
some money (unless you are a Poor Old
Pensioner)
This one is at the side of the A84 between
Strathyre and Callander
Not far from No 19. You drive past this
one between Kilmahog and Brig o’ Turk if
you are heading for the Visitor Centre at
No 4
Answers are printed elsewhere in the magazine

Kevin by Rabbie Guy
Kevin is our minister
He never seems to flap
He deals with everything in life
That falls into his lap
He gives a sermon every week
Having practised in advance
But we never ever knew before
That he could sing and dance
Nobody could quite comprehend
As nobody usually can
That we all had within our midst
Such a really talented man
And we may lose him if we don’t watch
I’ll have you all to know
When he takes part and he could win
The next “BRITAIN’S GOT TALENT” show
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Thank you for the lovely flowers you
gave me on Easter Sunday. I’m sorry we
were not able to receive them from
Peggy. So she handed them into our
good friend and neighbour, Mary
Mooney.
We were away to get our over 75 COVID jag. Our girls took us then we
went to our daughter Anne’s for lunch. Most of the family were there. It
was lovely as we hadn’t been all together for a long time due to COVID. It
was a lovely sunny day.
When we got home Mary was out at the door to give me the flowers.
We have good friends and a great family, and appreciate them all very
much.
Sadie Nisbet

CHOIR
We meet on Wednesdays at 7:30pm. We are enjoying being able to meet
together for music and friendship, and being able to lead our sung worship
on Sunday mornings.
Of course new members would be welcome to join us, especially some
men. Being able to read music is an advantage but not essential.
Over the next few months we will be preparing music for our Christmas
Lessons and Carols, that will take place on 18th December. If you want to
take part by reading a lesson let us know.

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
SUNDAY WORSHIP takes place each week beginning at 11am in the
Sanctuary. We live stream at www.facebook.com/bellshillchurch/videos
Teas and Coffees are generally served in the Hall after the Morning
Service on the first Sunday of the month.
Sundays:

11am Morning Worship
Creche
Young Church

Mondays:

1:30pm The Guild
7:30pm Online Prayer Group

Tuesdays:

7pm Heart and Sole Walkers (subject to change in winter)
6pm The Rainbows
Kirk Session and Board Meetings (as announced)

Wednesdays: 2pm Carpet Bowls
7:30pm Church Choir
Thursdays:

6:15pm Brownies
7:45pm Guides

Fridays:

Friday Night Club (yet to resume)
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FUNERALS
Since the last Chronicle our Minister, Kevin de Beer, has conducted the
following funerals.
Please remember each person, their families and loved ones in your prayers
13th June 2022
28th June 2022
29th June 2022
30th June 2022

Helen Carson – Mosshill Road
William Hassan – Nobles View
Margaret Mills – Raith Drive
Catherine Shankie – Rosemount Crescent Lanark

4th July 2022
5th July 2022
7th July 2022
11th July 2022
13th July 2022
15th July 2022
21st July 2022
22nd July 2022

John Carmichael – Brandon Place
Edward Dunlop – Cambridge Crescent Airdrie
George Johnstone – Woodview Viewpark
Hugh Hendry – Knowenoble Cleland
Lianne Phillips – Bannockburn Place New Stevenston
Winnie Walker – Corson Court
Alastair Russell – Elgin Way Bellshill
Sharon Wilson – Gerard Place

2nd September 2022 John Roberts – Simpson Way
8th September 2022 June Thomson – Napier Square

FINANCE UPDATE
Thank you to the congregation for their generous donations to the ongoing
work of the Church during the first half of 2022. WFO for the first 6
months of the year to 30 June 2022 amounted to £17,173.69, exceeding our
forecast of £16,000 for the period. All expenditure is within budget.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
October
Sunday 9th

11am

12noon

November
Sunday 13th

Harvest Service
(please bring non perishable items for the
Orbiston Neighbourhood Centre)
Harvest Lunch in the hall

10:45am
11:30am
TBC
11am
7pm

Town Remembrance at Cenotaph
Church Service at Bellshill Central
Clothes Show at ONC
1st Sunday of Advent
Time to Remember Service
(Blue Christmas Service)

December
Sunday 11th

11am

Sunday 18th
Sunday 25th

11am
TBC

Advent Communion Service
(with retiring offering)
Carol Service with Choir
Christmas Day

Monday 14th
Sunday 27th

Christmas Activities, such as the Christmas Lunch, Community Carols,
Carols by Candle Light, Christmas Eve etc will be announced in the next
Chronicle Magazine.
Other events and activities will take place between now and December,
such as fundraising activities. These will be announced via the weekly
pews sheet and intimations.
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CHURCH CONTACTS
Minister

Rev Kevin de Beer
The Manse, 32 Adamson St,
Bellshill, ML4 1DT
Tel: 01698 841176
Email kevindebeer@btinternet.com

Session Clerk

Stanley Cook

Board Clerk

Catherine Bryden

Finance Convenor &
Presbytery Elder

Zandra Swan

Treasurer

June Cook

Gift Aid

Donis Hudson

Property

Drew Aitken

Fundraising

Jane Aitken

Young Church &
Church Flowers

Susan McGleish

Guild President

Sheena Bowman

Roll Keeper

Lawson Kyle

Church Organist &
Communications
Rainbows
Brownies
Guides
Bowling

01698 747144

Alan Mathew
Jane Aitken, Chemaine Jarvie & Robyn Aitken
Stacey Sneddon
Emily Aitken
Jim Mackie

Lesley Marshall
Bobby Walker
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