WINTER 2022

An Invitation to the Lord’s Table
You are invited to share in the Lord’s Supper
on Sunday 11th December 2022 at 11am
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EDITORIAL
Hi everyone, and welcome to the next Church Chronicle for
Winter/Christmas 2022.
We don’t know about you, but Christmas just seems to come
around quicker each year. It seems like no time since the
Christmas tree was in place and thoughts were turning to
shopping for Christmas presents.
Perhaps it’s that old adage, time passes quicker the older you
get, but in a Psychological Blog it tells us:
“Children perceive and lay down more memory
frames or mental images per unit of time than
adults, so when they remember events—that is,
the passage of time—they recall more visual
data. This is what causes the perception of time
passing more rapidly as we age.”
So, perhaps with this explanation, that is why things like
Christmas seem to come around quicker each year for us adults,
but perhaps us adults need to lay down more “memory frames”
so we can remember where we “planked” the star for the tree,
where we’ve safely stored a gift we bought in last year’s
Christmas sale and finally where the church key is (that one’s for
Alan) so we don’t need to play that game “hunt the key” on
Sunday mornings!
We wish everyone a blessed, peaceful and Christ filled
Christmas.
Alan and Peggy
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ONLINE LINKS
Website
Facebook
Twitter
YouTube

www.bellshillcentral.church
www.facebook.com/bellshillchurch
www.twitter.com/bellshillchurch
www.youtube.com/bellshillchurch

FROM THE MANSE
Greetings all
It is quite incredible to find ourselves in the season of Advent and
so it is appropriate that I thank you for another year of
worshipping together. It has been a privilege to share a few
thoughts from one of my books and, even though the preached
version is different from the printed version, the prayer remains
the same – that we might all deepen in our experience of the
Love of God.
The Advent season marks the beginning of a new liturgical year
and so I return to the pattern of the church universal and what is
known as Year A. This is a year that focuses predominantly on
Matthew’s Gospel and so the first Sunday challenges us to hear
these words that are found in Matthew chapter 24:
“Be on your guard, then, because you do not know what day your
Lord will come. If the owner of a house knew the time when the
thief would come, you can be sure that he would stay awake and
not let the thief break into his house. So then, you also must
always be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour
when you are not expecting him.”
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It is a passage that captures something of the urgency of life. In
the Gospels there is often this sense of ‘living on the edge’ and of
expecting God to break into history in ‘new and exciting ways.’
Yes and so in the days before Jesus (so the story goes) the most
talked about hero of the time was God’s Messiah. (Of course,
there were many ways of interpreting and living the story of God’s
people in the intertestamental period, but a significant theme
would have been that of the Messiah – when would he come and
what would he be like?) We might well say that most people
wanted to meet the Messiah – that they longed for God’s
liberation – politically, economically, socially, personally; you get
the picture.
It might well be stated in this way:
Most people wanted to live long enough to be around when the
Messiah came and most people wanted to be friends with the
Messiah when he came. The Messiah, you see, was going to be
someone who ‘set the world to rights,’ not only in conversation
and explanation, but also in action and transformation.
There were many questions as to the identity of the Messiah and
there were no easy answers – what would he ‘look like,’ where
might he ‘come from’ and who might his parents be?
Jesus comes, therefore, as a bit of a surprise and yet also offers
a vivid understanding of God’s plans for the Messiah. Could he,
himself, be the Messiah? Tongues were wagging as he told
God’s people to stay watchful as things were about to happen.
What things? What signs? The conversations continued and it
was hard to find any agreement, except to say that the message
still resonates – ‘Stay watchful.’
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We might well be a little jaded after watching and waiting for so
long, but the simple reality is that every Advent season invites us
to ‘wake up.’ Yes, to wake up to what is important – ‘God’s
Reign’ and ‘God’s Dream’ for the world. You see we are
constantly being invited to participate in ‘God’s Agenda.’ There
might well be many people offering their agendas and their
programmes for our lives. The challenge, in the midst of all these
voices, is to hear the reminder from Jesus – listen carefully, look
carefully and live expectantly.
This Advent and all those that have preceded it remind us that
God’s Spirit longs to surprise us and bring the gifts of new life.
My honest prayer is that this Advent and Christmas season might
truly surprise us with the gifts of God’s liberating love.
Bless you all.
Kevin de Beer.

COIN BOXES
Between 5 September and 13 November, £56.13 was received
from the Coin Boxes. This is more than double the amount
received in the same period last year so ‘Thanks!’ to everyone
who contributed. If you would like to give your small change to
the church, please help yourself to a coin box. There are a few
on the ledge to your left as you go from the church through to the
hall.
Peggy Walker
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FINANCE SUMMARY TO SEPTEMBER 2022
WFO for the first 9 months of the year amounted to £22,285.03,
below our forecast of £24,000. However, the period included the
summer holiday months during which givings decrease.
A huge thank you to our hardworking fundraising team. A total of
£3,712.84 has been raised to the 30 September 2022. We look
forward to the social activities arranged for the remainder of the
year.
The support of every member of the congregation is very much
appreciated.
Zandra Swan

RAINBOWS
Since the girls have started back, we have been really busy doing
badge work, crafting, playing games and having lots of fun.
We have been making freezes, drawing sunshine pictures and
we managed to have a night walking up to the park which the
girls loved.
They have also enjoyed having their Halloween party which was
fun and their costumes were amazing ranging from a zombie
witch to Rapunzel. They had a Halloween parade, dooked for
apples and tried to catch sticky doughnuts on strings (messy but
fun).
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The girls have currently been working on a badge where they had
to draw their home town and the pictures they have done are on
display in the hall. They have also made triangles out of straws
which will be constructed into a bridge (of sorts).
Finally, we will finish up early December with our Christmas party
and hopefully Santa will pay a visit.
Wishing everyone a happy Christmas and New Year.
Chemaine Jarvie

THE GUILD
The Guild got off to a great start on Monday 3rd October with a
joint Communion and Re-dedication service with our friends from
Burnhead Church Guild. Rev De Beer led us in a thoughtprovoking service followed by fellowship in the hall afterwards.
Sandra Roy, President of Burnhead Guild, wrote expressing her
thanks to Rev De Beer for his uplifting service and special thanks
also to the organist for his contribution.
An update to our syllabus was provided at the first meeting on
10th October and we welcomed a new member to our group.
Due to Covid, I was unable to attend the next two weeks when
the first speaker of the session, Mrs. Anne Walker, gave an
entertaining afternoon on Tales from the Classroom.
The following week was spent just having a cuppa and a natter
and you know how good women are at that! Another new
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member also joined our numbers, giving us a membership of 31 –
but still NO MEN.
Between these two weeks, the ladies of the Guild provided the
Sunday Service to tell the congregation about two of the six
projects supported by the Guild nationally and internationally:
BEAT – Eating Disorders and Home For Good. Special mention
to Peggy Walker for distributing bulbs to the congregation and to
Helen Daly, our recently appointed Vice President, for taking the
lead at the Service. Very well done to everyone who took part.
On Monday 31st October we had fun at our Hallowe’en Party
when some ladies “dressed up” for the occasion and King
Charles III dropped in (all pictures can be found on the Church
App). To avoid anyone collapsing on the floor, we cheated
slightly “dooking for apples” with a fork.
The next speaker from the Guild Projects, Ruth Box, addressed
the meeting on 7th November on the subject of Chocolate
Heaven from Pioneers UK. You will hear all about their work at
the next Guild Service in 2023.
From then until the end of the year two other speakers are
expected as well as a Bring & Buy sale, a games afternoon and
our Christmas Carols and mince pies afternoon. All will be
announced at the Church.
It has been most encouraging to welcome back past members as
well as two new faces, but there is still room for more so why not
come along?
Wishing everyone a joyful Christmas and a happy, healthy 2023.
Sheena Bowman
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From Councillor Campbell
This year our Remembrance Sunday was back to normal and
was very well attended by the community. It was a lovely service
led by Mr de Beer where we remembered the sacrifices made by
so many for our freedom.
It is strange how the sadness of November is often reflected in
our weather at this time – bleak but, at least, not the dense fog I
remember as a child.
December is possibly my favourite time of the year with Advent
and the lead up to Christmas. Children become more excited by
the day opening their Advent
calendars; me included, and keen
to get Christmas decorations put
up, hopefully including a crib. This
was always the highlight for me as
a child and I already have mine
looked out.
I love Christmas hymns and carols
and have a selection of CDs with
Christmas music. My favourite is
‘O Holy Night’ and has been since I was young. We had an LP of
Christmas music by Mario Lanza and I always was quiet when ‘O
Holy Night’ was playing. It is the real meaning of Christmas and I
have recordings by several artists meaning it is constantly playing
in my car over Christmas – it is a real message of hope.
I also love how cheerful everywhere looks when the Christmas
trees go up. The “tree” in the picture is actually lots of small trees
in pots which are able to be reused – perhaps something that
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could be looked at in this time of climate change. It is maybe only
a small thing but every little helps.
As we near the end of December, we look forward, with hope, to
2023 and I pray that this time we can join together in BCPC for
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in January 2023.

Orbiston Neighbourhood Centre
Orbiston Neighbourhood Centre (ONC) has recently welcomed
three new staff members including Jacqueline and Leanne who
have joined Michael and our team of volunteers in Theo’s Café
where breakfast, meals, snacks and refreshments are served on
weekdays from 9.30am to 3.30pm.
The Café will be serving a Christmas Lunch Menu on Wednesday
21 December. Diners can choose from:
Traditional Christmas Turkey,
Steak
or Vegetarian Option
with Christmas Pudding for Dessert.
Availability is limited. Call into ONC during opening hours or
phone 01698 842215 to place your reservations.
Donna joined BeFriend Bellshill as our new Befriending Support
Worker. This service offers one-to-one, telephone and group
support for older adults living in Bellshill and Coatbridge. We
provide Group activities in three Sheltered Housing areas:
Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays

East Stewart Gardens, Coatbridge
Kew Gardens, Viewpark
West End Drive, Bellshill
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Musical Memories meets every Friday in ONC.
Befriending will be having Christmas parties on various dates:
Thursday, 8 December
Monday, 12 December
Friday, 16 December
Tuesday, 20 December

for volunteers
for East Stewart Gardens
for Musical Memories
for Kew Gardens and
West End Drive together

To find out more about befriending support or get involved as a
volunteer call 01698 573251 or email befriend@oncbellshill.org.
Orbiston Older Persons Service (OPS) now operates three days
a week:
Mondays
from 12.30pm

Men’s Group

Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 10am

Wee Friendly Club

Older adults receive a meal and snacks; share games and
activities.
OPS will be having some festivities over the coming few weeks:
28 November: St Andrew’s Day Party
15 December: Movie Day
19 December: Christmas party with Christmas lunch,
entertainers, games, raffles and a visit from Santa.
Orbiston Neighbourhood Centre needs more volunteers in Theo’s
Café and support for group activities. Experience is not required,
just your enthusiasm and willingness to help others. Please call
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into the Centre or email your contact details to
info@oncbellshil.org to get involved.
ONC has rooms available for groups to run their own activities. If
you would like to take advantage of our facilities, please phone
01698 842215 or email enquiries to info@oncbellshil.org to check
availability.
ONC now has a new Twitter account. You can find us online at
@OrbistonNC. We’re still posting news on our Facebook page
@onc.bellshill.
Befriend Bellshill tweet befriending updates on their dedicated
page @BefriendBhill.
As the winter months approach, ONC is part of the local network
of Warm Spaces. Warm Spaces are places where people can
gather in a warm, safe environment, enjoy a hot drink or meal
and share some company. Call into Theo’s Café Monday to
Friday to find out more.
The Centre will close for the festive break on Friday 23 December
reopening in the New Year on Monday 9 January. We wish all our
friends a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
THANK YOU
Zandra has already mentioned the fantastic efforts of all our
fundraising activities this year. However, as well as raising much
needed funds for our wee kirk, these events are also great social
events. So, to everyone who has organised, helped in some way,
or simply donated items, we say thank you. We enjoy meeting up
as the BCPC Family, and we are all very grateful for all you do.
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ORGANIST ENTERTAINS
This year has seen us reach another milestone! Episode 100 in
September with lots of shared hymns and music. The Moderator
of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, Rev Ian
Greenshields, and our own minister contributed messages which
were very much appreciated.
The organist entertains remains a staple in many folks’ Friday
evening, and some catch up later. We now meet monthly, usually
on the last Friday of the month at 8pm.
If you’d like a hymn or song included, please email
organist@bellshillcentral.church or pass your details over to Alan.

CHOIR
Not much to tell you since the last magazine, other than the choir
have met most Wednesdays to get ready for the special services
of Harvest and Remembrance. It’s been a pleasure to welcome
along on practice nights some ladies from the West Church,
Marion, Jayne, Ann and Carole. We have two new members in
Wilma and Lancelot. We welcome our West friends and our new
members to swell our ranks.
Since mid-October we have been looking at our Christmas
repertoire, for Lessons and Carols on Sunday 18 December at
the morning service. Old favourites ‘Away in a Manager’ and
‘O Holy Night’ will make a comeback, along with some newer
music we have been learning.
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As the Chronicle is being put together, we have received an
invitation from Beechwood Care Home, Wishaw, to come along
and sing carols and entertain the residents. It’s good to know our
music and cheer will brighten up these folks at Beechwood this
Christmas.
Alan Mathew

PRAYER GROUP
We continue to meet virtually via Zoom most Monday evenings at
7.30pm for around half an hour. If you would like to join, then
please just ask Alan or Kevin for the Zoom link/codes. All you
need is a phone/tablet or computer to join. No need to download
any fancy apps or software.
Our regular participants are Kevin, Stanley, Anne, Zandra and
Alan. If you want to just listen then that is absolutely fine, or you
can read a passage of scripture or read a pre-prepared prayer.
If you have a person or situation you would like remembered in
prayer, please let us know too. We will certainly remember
particular names in our prayers.
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CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 2022
Saturday 26 November

12pm Carol Service
1pm Afternoon tea with Santa

Sunday 27 November

11am 1st Sunday of Advent
Morning Worship

Friday 2 December

7pm Time to Remember Service
“Blue Christmas”

Sunday 4 December

11am 2nd Sunday of Advent
Morning Worship
Tea/coffee afterwards

Sunday 11 December

11am 3rd Sunday of Advent
Morning Worship with Communion

Monday 12 December

7pm Carol Service with
With Calder District Scouts

Friday 16 December

7pm Silent Movie Night – Peter Pan
With Organ Accompaniment
Aaron Hawthorne, cinema organist

Sunday 18 December

11am 4th Sunday of Advent
Morning worship with the Choir

Saturday 24 December

7pm Christmas Eve Service
Tea/Coffee and Mince Pies afterwards

Sunday 25 December

11am Christmas Day Service

Sunday 1 January 2023

11am New Year’s Day
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LOOKING AHEAD
Wednesday 18 January to
Wednesday 25 January

Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity

Wednesday 25 January

Burn’s Day

Tuesday 14 February

Valentine’s Day

Wednesday 22 February to
Thursday 6 April

Season of Lent 2023

Sunday 12 March
Sunday 19 March

Sacrament of Communion
Mother’s Day

Friday 7 April
Sunday 9 April

Good Friday
Easter Sunday

AMAZON SMILE
By using Amazon Smile and
looking for Bellshill: Central
Parish Church of Scotland you
can set up Amazon Donates so
that BCPC get a donation from
Amazon each time you shop.
All at no extra cost to you. Remember every penny counts
and your support is greatly appreciated. Since we joined
Amazon Smile we have generated £52.38 as of November 2022,
and the total generated by UK Charities is £16,991,028.27 as of
September 2022!
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FUNERALS
Since the last Chronicle our Minister, Kevin de Beer, has
conducted the following funerals.
Please remember each person, their families and loved ones in
your prayers
15 September
20 September
22 September
28 September
5 October
6 October
14 October
20 October
25 November
29 November

Charles Paterson, Bellshill
Margaret Roe, Coltness (IM)
John McClellan, Newarthill
James Orr, Bellshill
James Brown, Wishaw (IM)
Eileen Mason, Wishaw (IM)
Walter Potts, Bellshill
Janet Curran, Netherton Care Home
Samuel Steele, Bellshill
Scott Chalmers, Carluke (IM)

(those marked IM are in Kevin’s capacity as Interim Moderator of
Wishaw St Mark’s Parish Church)

Church Register
New Members
Margaret M Martin
Wilma McMillan
Deaths
Charles (Charlie) Paterson
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES
SUNDAY WORSHIP takes place each week beginning at 11am
in the Sanctuary. We live stream at
www.facebook.com/bellshillchurch/videos
Teas and Coffees are generally served in the Hall after the
Morning Service on the first Sunday of the month.
Sundays:

11am Morning Worship
Creche
Young Church

Mondays:

1.30pm The Guild
7:30pm Online Prayer Group

Tuesdays:

7pm Heart and Sole Walkers
(subject to change in winter)
6pm The Rainbows
Kirk Session and Board Meetings
(as announced)

Wednesdays:

2pm Carpet Bowls
7:30pm Church Choir

Thursdays:

6pm Brownies
7:45pm Guides

Fridays:

Friday Night Club (yet to resume)
8pm Organist Entertains (last Friday in month)
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Perhaps use these 21 wishes as your New Year resolutions.
(found by Peggy whilst rummaging through some boxes)

TWENTY-ONE WISHES
Here’s 21 things to remember then life will become your best
friend:
The first is rarely to borrow
The second is seldom to lend
The third is to listen to wisdom
The fourth is to follow its train
The fifth is to keep a smile on your lips and
The sixth is to stand up to pain
The seventh is to mix tears with laughter
The eighth is to keep humour at hand
The ninth is to know how to listen and
The tenth is to understand
The eleventh is to be sympathetic
The twelfth is to keep fear at bay
The thirteenth is not to be too cocksure and
The fourteenth is to know what to say
The fifteenth is to shoulder your burdens
The sixteenth is to learn to relax
The seventeenth is to guard well a friendship
The eighteenth to play life’s cards with clean packs
The nineteenth is to grapple with troubles
The twentieth to value good health
The twenty-first is to hold life’s rein lightly and not to bank too
much on wealth
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CHURCH CONTACTS
Minister

Rev Kevin de Beer
The Manse, 32 Adamson St,
Bellshill, ML4 1DT
Tel: 01698 841176
Email kevindebeer@btinternet.com

Session Clerk

Stanley Cook

Board Clerk

Catherine Bryden

Finance Convenor
& Presbytery Elder

Zandra Swan

Treasurer

June Cook

Gift Aid

Donis Hudson

Property Convenor Drew Aitken
Fundraising

Jane Aitken

Young Church &
Church Flowers

Susan McGleish

Guild President

Sheena Bowman

Roll Keeper

Lawson Kyle

Church Organist &
Communications
Rainbows
Brownies
Guides
Bowling

Alan Mathew
Jane Aitken
Stacey Sneddon
Emily Aitken
Jim Mackie

Chemaine Jarvie
Robyn Aitken
Bobby Walker
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