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   An Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
 

You are invited to share in the Lord’s Supper 

on Sunday 12 March 2023 at 11am 

 

SPRING 2023 
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FROM THE SESSION CLERK 

 

Hello everyone, and welcome to the first edition of the BCPC 

magazine of 2023. It’s amazing how time flies and we wonder 

what will be in store for us, as individuals and as members of 

BCPC, this coming year. 

 

The Church of Scotland is presently undergoing a major review of 

its activities and has commenced a Mission Planning Process, 

aimed at discussing with all churches in Scotland, how the church 

can adapt to the major challenges which it now faces, such as 

declining membership, reduced finances and shortage of 

ministers.  As part of this process, we have been asked to form a 

“cluster” of like-minded churches to discuss how, together, we 

can adapt to these changing circumstances.  

 

Our cluster consists of Bellshill Central, Bellshill West and 

Bothwell Parish Churches and we have commenced joint 

discussions to see if we can achieve a unified approach for the 

future of the church.  

 

Our minister, Rev Kevin de Beer, has now been with us for 7 

years, and during this time he has worked tirelessly for our 

church, Bellshill and the wider Lanarkshire area.  He has never 

taken time off and his heavy workload has begun to tell and 

accordingly he has been advised to take some time off.  He will 

therefore not be undertaking any ministerial duties for a few 

months.  We are in discussion with Presbytery who may appoint 

a locum minister to oversee our church services and activities 

until Kevin returns. 

 

In the meantime I would ask that you keep Kevin and the manse 

family in your prayers.  
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Unfortunately, this is a difficult time for the church and, on behalf 

of the Kirk Session, I would like to offer our sincere thanks for 

your understanding and continued support.  

 

If anyone has any concerns or questions regarding the current 

situation then please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

God bless you all,  Stanley Cook 

 

 

 

ONLINE LINKS  

 

Website  www.bellshillcentral.church  

Facebook www.facebook.com/bellshillchurch  

Twitter www.twitter.com/bellshillchurch  

YouTube  www.youtube.com/bellshillchurch 

 

 

 

THANK YOU 

 

From Jim Mathew: 

 

I would like to thank everyone for their kind comments, good 

wishes and prayers during my time in hospital in December and 

January, when I was a patient at Wishaw General and Hairmyres 

Hospitals.  

 

I was especially pleased to have a visit from Rev Kevin once I 

was home.  I am making good progress following my operation, 

and hope to be at Church again soon.   

http://www.bellshillcentral.church/
http://www.facebook.com/bellshillchurch
http://www.twitter.com/bellshillchurch
http://www.youtube.com/bellshillchurch
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JOINT SERVICES WITH  BELLSHILL CENTRAL, BELLSHILL 

WEST AND BOTHWELL PARISH CHURCHES 
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MOTHER’S DAY 
 

You might be reading this around Mother’s Day; so you might 

appreciate this little poem which was found while looking through 

some old editions of our magazine. 
 

When I’m an Old Lady 
 

When I’m an old lady, I’ll live with each kid 

And bring so much happiness – just as they did 

I want to pay back all the joy they’ve provided 

Returning each deed!  Oh, they’ll be so excited! 

(When I’m an old lady and live with my kids) 
 

I’ll write on the wall with reds, whites and blues 

And I’ll bounce on the furniture – wearing my shoes 

I’ll drink from the carton and then leave it out 

I’ll stuff all the toilets and oh, how they’ll shout! 

(When I’m an old lady and live with my kids) 
 

When they’re on the phone and just out of reach 

I’ll get into things like sugar and bleach 

Oh, they’ll snap their fingers and then shake their heads 

(When I’m an old lady and live with my kids) 
 

When they cook dinner and call me to eat 

I’ll not eat my green beans or salad or meat 

I’ll gag on my okra, spill milk on the table 

And when they get angry – I’ll run – if I’m able 

(When I’m an old lady and live with my kids) 
 

I’ll sit close to the TV, through the channels I’ll click 

I’ll cross both eyes just to see if they stick 

I’ll take off my socks and throw one away 

And play in the mud till the end of the day! 

(When I’m an old lady and live with my kids) 
 

And later in bed, I’ll lay back and sigh 

I’ll thank God in prayer and then close my eyes 

My kids will look down with a smile slowly creeping 

And say with a groan, ‘She’s so sweet when she’s sleeping 
 

God Bless All Mums and Grannies Everywhere!   
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POTTS EASTER EGG APPEAL 

 

In collaboration with Potts we are acting as a collection point for 

the Easter Egg Appeal 2023. Please share this as widely as 

possible. Please drop off any Easter Eggs by Sunday 19 March 

2023 and we will deliver to Potts to be distributed within our 

Community.  

 

Frazer and his team at Potts appreciated greatly the welcome 

BCPC offered back in November to our Time to Remember 

Service and we are glad to support Frazer and his team in this 

community project. Thanks, and Happy Easter! 

 

 

RAINBOWS 

 

The girls have been very busy this session as they have been 

working hard to obtain their 5th badge. This means that the girls 

can obtain their bronze and silver awards and four of the girls are 

now well on their way to obtaining a gold award before they move 

up to Brownies. 

 

Some of the activities they have been doing include building a 

bridge out of paper straws and a games night. 

 

They also split themselves into teams where one of the girls was 

a leader and the rest of her team were blindfolded and she had to 

talk them through an assault course which was fun and actually 

quite difficult but the girls had lots of fun. 

 

Our newest Rainbows have also now made their promise and 

were excited to receive their promise badges to wear on their 

uniform. 
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This year when they finish up we are going to have a gold 

themed party this time as the gold award does involve a lot of 

work so that will be something fun to look forward to. 

 

Chemaine Jarvie 

 

 

COINS 

 

The total amount received via the coin boxes in 2022 was 

£325.84 which is an increase on the 2021 figure of £269.48. 

 

So far this year, £7.99 has been received, which compares with 

£33.84 in the same period last year.  We are very happy to 

receive your small change; every coin is appreciated, so ‘Thank 

You’ to everyone who has contributed! 

 

Peggy 

 

 

SHORT FINANCE UPDTE 

 

Total general income for 2022 was £57,825 and general 

expenditure amounted to £55,623 producing a net general 

surplus of £2,202 for the year. In addition, we raised £1,593 for 

other charities. 

 

Your attendance at the Stated Annual Meeting on the 19 March 

2023 after church is very much appreciated. 

Thank you to every member for their generous donations and 

support during the year. 

 

Zandra Swan  
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BELLSHILL & MOSSEND YMCA 

 

Laura Aitken, Fundraising & Marketing Manager, has provided a 

timetable of everything that is currently on at the YMCA that you 

might find interesting.  

 

The key activities are: 

 

• The Come Together Cafe is open Tue-Thu 10am-2pm and 

everyone is more than welcome to the warm space for a 

cuppa, biscuits and hot soup and bread 

 

• The Foodbank is open Tues & Thu 10am-1pm and there is an 

increase in usage with the cost of living crisis. All donations of 

non-perishable food, baby items and toiletries are always 

welcomed 

 

• There are two Y Hang Out Youth Clubs on a Monday and 

Tuesday free of charge for young people. Mon 6pm-8pm (age 

8-16), Tues 4pm-5.30pm (age 12-16) 

 

• New Scots Fun Friday - Fridays 1pm-3pm for any young 

person new to Scotland to meet other people and participate 

in activities to help integrate them into the local community. 

Free of charge also.  

 

 

Laura Aitken 

Fundraising & Marketing Manager 

Bellshill & Mossend YMCA 

294 Main Street, Bellshill, ML4 1AB  

Phone 01698 747483 

Website www.ymcabellshill.org   

http://www.ymcabellshill.org/
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THE GUILD 

 

The Guild resumed in January 2023 with an excellent belated 

Christmas Lunch at Bellshill Golf Club which was thoroughly 

enjoyed and even included two hubbies! 

 

Rev. Jason Lingiah was the first speaker of the new year on the 

week of Christian Unity.   One brave man ventured along to our 

meeting to hear Jason and we haven’t seen him since. 

 

Our Guild Guest Night entertainment at the end of January was 

provided by The Saffronhall Singers and enjoyed by 125 people 

from various Churches. 

 

Donations received on the evening, totalling £350 were given to 

St. Andrew’s Hospice.   A big Thank You to anyone who came 

along and especially to everyone who helped before and after the 

event. 

 

Another speaker from one of the Guild Projects:  

Starchild/Finding the Light in Every Child, Michaela Foster Marsh, 

gave an interesting insight into the work of this charity in Uganda.   

She informed us that a documentary is to be produced and will be 

televised on their work.   More details of this project will be part of 

our next Guild Service near the end of the year. 

 

The planned syllabus continues until end of March 2023 when a 

few speakers are expected to come along and some in-house fun 

time is included before the session closes on 27 March. 

 

Fortunately. We have several drivers amongst our members who 

are willing to provide transport for monthly outings during the 
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summer.     This arrangement was previously enjoyed and well 

attended as well as keeping us in touch and visiting local venues.  

 

We are amongst the few Guilds who continue to meet weekly 

with a healthy membership, but there is always room for more.   

The syllabus for 2023/24 is currently in draft format and keeping 

fingers crossed all will be well for another year of friendship and 

fellowship. 

 

Sheena Bowman 

 

 

ORGANIST ENTERTAINS 

 

Due to the organ being a little poorly since December the regular 

rhythm of the Organist entertains has been interrupted. The 

organ was affected by a busy and warm church in the run up to 

Christmas.  

 

This resulted in the wooden and metal components of the organ 

expanding and contracting, affecting the tuning, moving parts and 

loosening the tongues (mechanisms in the trumpet and organ 

stops) resulting in a rather unpleasant sound! Akin to the Titanic 

leaving Southampton.  

 

Our tuner is due to visit late February/early March to attend to the 

faults and we hope to have our beloved organ back in action 

thereafter.  

 

We will let you all know when normal service resumes! 

 

Meantime, keep singing.  
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PRAYER GROUP 

 

We continue to meet virtually via Zoom most Monday evenings at 

7.30pm for around half an hour.  If you would like to join, then 

please just ask Alan for the Zoom link/codes.  All you need is a 

phone/tablet or computer to join. No need to download any fancy 

apps or software.  

 

Our regular participants are Kevin, Stanley, Anne, Zandra and 

Alan.  We’re pleased to welcome Joan as a newcomer too.  If you 

want to just listen then that is absolutely fine, or you can read a 

passage of scripture or read a pre-prepared prayer.  

 

If you have a person or situation you would like remembered in 

prayer, please let us know too.  We will certainly remember 

particular names in our prayers.  

 

The groups are recorded and available on our YouTube Channel. 

 

 

PRAYER BOOK 

 

The prayer book is now back on the entrance table, and we have 

returned to our pre-covid custom of writing names in the book as 

you come to church and we use the names as part of our prayers 

during the service.  We will also use these names in our Monday 

evening prayer group.  

 

Please remember and use the book for any person or situation 

needing a wee word of prayer offered.   
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AMAZON SMILE  

 

By using Amazon Smile and 

looking for Bellshill: Central 

Parish Church of Scotland you 

can set up Amazon Donates so 

that BCPC get a donation from 

Amazon each time you shop.   

 

All at no extra cost to you.  

Remember every penny counts and your support is greatly 

appreciated.  Since we joined Amazon Smile we have generated 

£72.27 as of February 2023, and the total generated for UK 

Charities is £16,991,028.27 as of September 2022! 

 

NB: Amazon is unfortunately winding down its Amazon Smile 

charity support by the end of February 2023, so by the time this 

goes to print you may not be able to support BCPC in this way.  If 

you have in the past thank you so much! 

 

 

ORBISTON NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE 

 

Orbiston Neighbourhood Centre has a new activity timetable for 

all age groups.  

 

• Men's Social Group is launching a second weekly session on 

Fridays.  

• Monday Men’s Group will continue to meet in the main hall 

from 12pm.  

• Wee Friendly Club for older adults is adding a third session on 

Wednesdays.  
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• To enquire about places for the Men’s Group and Wee 

Friendly Club contact 01698 573250 or email 

daycare@oncbellshill.org.  

• Creative Kids Art Club runs Mondays, Thursdays from 

5.30pm.  

• Kai Wado martial arts meets Mondays, Wednesdays from 

6.00pm.  

• For parents and young people Jiggy Wrigglers meets 

Wednesday from 10.00am.  

• Parents and Toddlers meet Thursdays from 1.00pm.  

• Remember Fool On meets for rehearsals every Tuesday from 

1.00pm.  

• Elisa Dance Academy meets Tuesdays, Thursdays from 

6.30pm, Saturdays from 9.00am.  

• GA Dance classes for young people meet Wednesdays from 

5.00pm.  

• Befriend Bellshill have put out a request for more volunteer 

befrienders. The service offers 1:1, telephone and group 

support for older adults in Bellshill and Coatbridge. To get 

involved email your contact details to Tammy and Elaine at 

befriend@oncbellshill.org or telephone 01698 573251 during 

office hours.  

• Theo’s Café continues to open Monday to Friday weekdays 

from 9.30am-2.30pm serving lunches, snacks & refreshments.  

• The Centre will be closed Friday 7th, Monday 10th April for 

Easter Weekend and Mondays 1st and 8th May for public 

holiday.  

• Details will be posted on our Facebook and Twitter pages 

nearer the time.  

 

For general enquiries about services or room hire in the Centre 

telephone 01698 842215 or email info@oncbellshill.org   

mailto:daycare@oncbellshill.org
mailto:befriend@oncbellshill.org
mailto:info@oncbellshill.org
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From The Pen of Rabbie Guy 
 

Church life can be tough sometimes 

And we’ve struggled quite a bit 

Our Church is on a rocky road 

And there looks no end to it 

 

We have to simply strive ahead 

Just one day at a time 

And hopefully for us very soon 

Things will turn out fine 

 

I’ve noticed here at Central 

When the pressure’s on 

We all stick together 

In music, prayer and song 

 

With Kevin and Alan at the helm 

We must try to stand so tall 

Their forward planning and enthusiasm 

Is encouragement to all 

 

We have no alternative 

We love Central so 

We must be very positive 

That’s the only way to go  
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A FUTURE IN QUESTION 

 

It is with heavy hearts we write this article. 

 

Our elder son Iain emigrated to New Zealand along with wife 

Fiona and two daughters, Megan and Rebecca. 

 

Iain was brought up in Macdonald Memorial Church, attending 

Sunday School and Boy’s Brigade. Both daughters were 

christened in Macdonald Memorial Church.  

 

They have settled well in New Zealand and were delighted last 

February when Megan married and became Mrs Bradley Leslie. 

 

Sadly, about to celebrate their first wedding anniversary on 26 

February 2023, Bradley has been diagnosed with advanced 

Melanoma Cancer in Hip and Liver, life expectancy is 3-5 years. 

 

Bradley and Megan have private health care which would fund 

immunotherapy called Nivolumb, success rate being 20%. 

However, there is another operation available in Australia, 

Ipilimumab, costing between £75,000 and £100,000 with 50% 

success rate. 

 

Megan has opened up a “Giving Page” appealing for donations.  

Any donations would be greatly appreciated. 

https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/bradleys-advanced-melanoma-

diagnosis-and-treatment  

A retiring collection will be held on Sunday 12 March at Bellshill 

Central Church. 

 

All monies raised will go towards Bradley’s operation.  

Thank you, Bobby and Alexa Walker.  

https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/bradleys-advanced-melanoma-diagnosis-and-treatment
https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/bradleys-advanced-melanoma-diagnosis-and-treatment
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LOOKING AHEAD 
 

Sunday 12 March Joint Service at BCPC (tea afterwards) 

 With BCPC, Bothwell and The West 

 Communion will be celebrated 
 

Sunday 19 March Stated Annual Meeting held after 

 The Church Service 
 

Sunday 26 March  Joint Service at Bellshill West Church 

 With BCPC, Bothwell and The West 

 Communion will be celebrated 
 

Sunday 2 April Palm Sunday (tea afterwards) 

 Bring your Palm Branches, Scarves to 

 Wave or Football Rattles! 
 

Holy Week with Central, West and Bothwell Churches 

Wednesday 5 April Holy Week @ West Church - 7.30pm 

Thursday 6 April Communion @ BCPC - 7.30pm (tea 6.30pm) 

Friday 7 April BCPC Open for Prayer from 11am – 1pm 

 Tenebrae Service @ Bothwell – 7.30pm 
 

Sunday 10 April 9am Early Service Outdoors followed 

 by breakfast in the Hall 

 11am Family Service for Easter Day 
 

Sunday 7 May Coronation Event – more details to come 
 

Sunday 28 May Pentecost Sunday and Wear Red To 

 Church! 

 Deadline for June Chronicle 
 

Monday 29 May Clothes Show Event at ONC 
 

Sunday 4 June Trinity Sunday (tea afterwards)  
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FUNDRAISING 

 

The fundraising team would like to extend a huge thanks to 

everyone that has supported our events recently.  

 

We had a very successful cheese and wine in November with 

some excellent seasonal stalls, then celebrated Christmas with a 

Carol service and enjoyed an afternoon tea and most recently 

shared a Burns Lunch together to celebrate The Bard.  

We are very grateful to have had these times together.   

 

Looking forward we are expecting to join in the Coronation 

celebrations of King Charles III on Sunday 7 May - keep your 

eyes peeled for further details! 

 

Anne Guy also has her next clothes show booked for 29 May so 

please put it in your diary and book early as this event is always 

well attended and raises good funds for the Church.  

 

Jane Aitken 

 

 

CHURCH REGISTER 

 

Certificate of Transfer 

 

Fiona Kyle - to EU Church 

 

New Members 

 

Hugh McBride 

Deaths 

 

Marion Cupples 
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP takes place each week beginning at 11am 

in the Sanctuary. We live stream at 

www.facebook.com/bellshillchurch/  

 

Teas and Coffees are generally served in the Hall after the 

Morning Service on the first Sunday of the month.  

 

Sundays: 11am Morning Worship 

 Creche 

 Young Church 

 

Mondays:  1.30pm The Guild 

 7:30pm Online Prayer Group 

 

Tuesdays: 7pm Heart and Sole Walkers  

 (as announced) 

 6pm The Rainbows 

 Kirk Session and Board Meetings 

 (as announced) 

 

Wednesdays:  2pm Carpet Bowls 

 7:30pm Church Choir 

 

Thursdays: 6pm Brownies  

 7:45pm Guides 

 

Fridays: Friday Night Club (yet to resume) 

 8pm Organist Entertains (last Friday in month)  

http://www.facebook.com/bellshillchurch/
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CHURCH CONTACTS 

 

Minister  Rev Kevin de Beer 
  
 Please contact Stanley Cook 
 for Pastoral requirements 

Session Clerk Stanley Cook 01698 747144 

Board Clerk Catherine Bryden  

Finance Convenor 
& Presbytery Elder 

Zandra Swan  

Treasurer June Cook  

Gift Aid Donis Hudson  

Property Convenor Drew Aitken  

Fundraising Jane Aitken  

Young Church & 
Church Flowers 

Susan McGleish  

Guild President Sheena Bowman  

Roll Keeper Lawson Kyle  

Church Organist & 
Communications  

Alan Mathew  

Rainbows 
Brownies 
Guides 
Bowling 

Jane Aitken  
Stacey Sneddon  
Emily Aitken 
Jim Mackie 

Chemaine Jarvie 
Robyn Aitken 
 
Bobby Walker 

 

 

 

Church Email hello@bellshillcentral.church   

mailto:hello@bellshillcentral.church
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TO FINISH…………………. 
 

This year is the 150th Anniversary of the founding of Bellshill Free 

Church which ultimately became Bellshill Central Parish Church 

at the Union of Macdonald Memorial and Orbiston Churches. 
 

We have started to look through some archives from 1873 to 

1972 to put together a timeline of our family tree.  To begin with, 

we simply share below some of the pictures we have of the 

ministers at 346 Main Street during the first 100 years of our 

church.  The next task is to detail the history of Macdonald 

Memorial from 1973; and of Orbiston since its inception.  If you 

have any information or photos, please get in touch.  

 

Rev Wm Macdonald 

1874-1906 
 

Rev CH Dick 

1906-1910 
 

Rev John Steele 

1910-1922 
 

Rev GG Ramage 

1923-1928 

 

 
 

 

Rev James Fyfe 

1929-1934 
 

Rev J Esson Gillon 

1935-1942 
 

Rev Albert Thomson 

1942-1972 
 

More to come in the 

next Chronicle! 


